Mediastinal choriocarcinoma presenting with syncope.
Mediastinal choriocarcinomas are rare germ-cell tumors that occur almost exclusively in young males. These tumors grow rapidly, causing compression of mediastinal structures, and are usually associated with a poor prognosis. We report herein a unique case documenting syncope as initial clinical presentation of a mediastinal choriocarcinoma causing a superior vena cava (SVC) syndrome. The patient was treated with a standard chemotherapy triplet, with normalization of the tumor markers after the first chemotherapy cycle. He remains with no evidence of disease relapse 18 months later. Clinicians should consider the diagnosis of a mediastinal germ-cell tumor in a younger male patient presenting with a syncopal episode.